
Child Safety Standards  
for Congregations

Governance and  
Reporting FRAMEWORK

Local Congregation or Parish Council
• Congregation/parish council appoints assessor to conduct self-assessment
• Assessor completes child safety self-assessment
• Assessor submits self-assessment report to congregation/parish council 

Local Congregation or Parish Council
• Council reviews self-assessment findings and recommendations
• Council develops annual child safety plan
• Council commits to oversight of implementation of child safety plan
• Council submits child safety plan to district Professional Standards Officer (PSO)

Churchwide Office
• Reviews and collates all district level child safety summary report data
• Identifies churchwide trends, strengths, gaps and priorities
• Prepares report, including recommendations, for child safety priorities
• Submits annual churchwide child safety report for consideration by General 

Church Board (GCB)
• Maintains all records of district and churchwide child safety summary reports

GENERAL CHURCH BOARD
• Reviews, and considers LCA  

churchwide child safety summary 
report, including all recommendations

External Regulatory Body
• Office of the Children’s Guardian NSW; 

Victorian Children's Commissioner;  
Blue Card Services Qld

• SA, WA, NT, ACT and Tasmanian State 
and Territory Governments

District Office
• District-based PSO reviews and collates child safety plan data
• PSO identifies district level trends, strengths, gaps and priorities
• PSO prepares annual district child safety summary report
• PSO submits district child safety summary report to district church council/board

District Church Council/Board
• Receives and considers district child safety summary report
• Confirms or amends recommended child safety priorities
• Submits district child safety summary report to churchwide office for collation
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